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**TOMORROW: March and Rally, Saturday, April 10, 2010**
MORE THAN 2,000 EXPECTED AT MARCH FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM
Among them, community members from El Paso and Southern New Mexico, elected officials and organizations
El Paso, TX – Immigrants, organizations and elected officials will unite tomorrow to send President Obama and Congress a clear message: Immigration reform cannot wait. Any delay is hurting workers, businesses and families. More than 2,000 people are expected to take part in the El Paso march, while communities in Las Vegas, Seattle, Chicago, and more, as rallying for immigration reform as well.
A rally planned to close the march at San Jacinto Plaza around 5 p.m. will feature short speeches by immigrants, elected officials and representatives of non-governmental organizations. LULAC Parliamentarian Ray Mancera will represent his organization. "America the beautiful is so because of its immigrant peoples.  An improved and just immigrant policy must be brought forth sooner than later," he said.
State Representative Marisa Marquez will also be present.  "We need comprehensive immigration reform! America is a nation of immigrants. Each generation has invited new guests into our country to help it grow and prosper. And each generation of their children and grandchildren have shaped out nation. It is time to reject exclusion and embrace inclusion. It is what it means to be an American," she said.
Other elected officials who have committed to speaking at the rally are: Sal Payan, Deputy Chief of Staff for U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes, and Vincent Perez, Press Secretary from Reyes’ office; Sheriff Richard Wiles; County Commissioner Veronica Escobar; Jose Rodriguez, former County Attorney and candidate for the State Senate; City Representatives Susie Byrd and Steve Ortega; and Socorro Mayor Trini Lopez. County Attorney JoAnne Bernal and Mayor Pro-Tem Emma Acosta said they would try to make an appearance.

The following organizations will also be represented: ACLU New Mexico; Amnesty International; Annunciation House; the Border Network for Human Rights; Border Servant Corps. ; Casa Vides; Centro de Mujeres la Esperanza; Centro de Salud Familiar La Fe; Colonias Development Council; Colomban Border Ministries; Comité de Justicia Laboral; Cristo Rey Lutheran Church; Daughters of Charity; Dioscen Migrant and Refugee Center (DMRS); Jóvenes Fronterizos por un Mismo Sueño; La Mujer Obrera; Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center; LULAC District IV; LULAC UTEP; MECHA; Paso del Norte Civil Rights Project; Pasos de Fe:  A Presbyterian Border Ministry; Peace Lutheran El Paso; Philosophy Club; Project Puente; School Sisters of St. Francis; Students for a Sensible Drug Policy; Students for Reform; Women's Intercultural Center.

Please cover the march and rally:
Start: 3 p.m., Saturday, April 10, 2010
Where: Leech Grove on UTEP campus
Rally: Around 5 p.m. at San Jacinto Plaza
