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Press conference Friday, November 13, 2009
COMMUNITY LEADERS KICK OFF 10th ANNUAL HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE DOCUMENTATION CAMPAIGN
5 Dozen Volunteers to Collect Testimonials of Abuse by Police Agencies
El Paso, TX – In 2000, the Border Network for Human Rights started collecting testimonials by community members who had been victims of abuse of authority on the part of the local police, sheriff’s deputies, state troopers, the Border Patrol, and other law enforcement immigration agencies. Back then, the campaign found many instances of unlawful entry into homes, home searches without warrants and verbal abuse of immigrants. The campaign went on, year after year; and the resulting reports, distributed to agencies and elected officials, have been instrumental in bringing attention to the state of civil and human rights on the border.
Now 10 years later, the Border Network continues to send community representatives around the region -58 this year- to gather testimonials for a one-week period, starting Saturday (Nov. 14). The volunteers will set up tables in communities from Vado, N.M., to Downtown El Paso, to Montana Vista to record stories, which will later be analyzed in a public report.
To mark the 10th anniversary of this special initiative, the Border Network is expecting to incorporate this year’s results into a 10-year overview aimed at looking at how far we have come in the course of a decade, what has changed and what hasn’t. 
The Border Network will have a press conference Friday to launch this year’s campaign:
When: 12 p.m., Friday, November 13, 2009

Where: Border Network for Human Rights offices, 2115 N. Piedras.
What: Community representatives will speak about their roles in the campaign and give the media a list of locations where they will be working. 
Please join us.
###

More information on the Border Network for Human Rights: This organization, founded in 1998, is one of the leading immigration reform and human rights advocacy organization in the United States. Based in El Paso, the BNHR counts about 3,500 members in El Paso and Southern New Mexico.
